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scenario goes roughly like this:
Boy meets girl.

A pilgrimage to the L.A. Mon-
drian left Noriega-Ortiz fixated
on an unlikely image, Albrecht
Diirer's Adam and Eve—the pri-
mordial pair captured the es-
sence of the Mondrian's nightly
lounge scene, the designer felt.
However, he says, the Scottsdale
couple’s Eden is a “big ranch,
where guests arrive by stage-
coach.” Thus the bougainvillea-
covered gates to the driveway
and the “covered wagon” of a
porte cochere with billowing
white drapery. Inside, desert-
inspired whites and pinks veer
sharply to the Southwest.

Opposite: In the lobby, Hanns-Peter
Krafft's sheep stool stands parallel to
a row of wool-covered wingbacks and

(That's as opposed to the more
intense, Mexican-influenced col-
ors that dominated this 34,000-
square-foot property when it
was the James Hotel by Interior
Design Hall of Fame member
Deborah Berke.)

The Mondrian Scottsdale’s
double-height lobby is a garden
of surreal visions and eclectic
furnishings, all creamy white.
Along one wall, traditional wing-
backs accompany giant floor
lamps with fiberglass bases
molded into human forms, just
like some 1930's porcelain candle-
sticks Noriega-Ortiz found on
eBay. A stool in the shape of a
sheep stands in the middle of the

fiberglass lamps, all custom

Top, from left: Palms line the drive-
way. A custom ostrich-feather pen-
dant fixture hangs above the Eero
Saarinen-style table that serves as
the concierge desk. Bottom, from
left: Tinted mirror clads the front of
the reception desk. In the Red Bar,
synthetic velvet upholsters different
types of custom seating

oak floor. To the rear is a huge
fiberglass tree trunk, multiplied
by mirrored walls. A brown run-
ner leads to Asia de Cuba, a res-
taurant Noriega-Ortiz visualizes
as a sun-bleached “farm” lorded
over by a gigantic fiberglass egg.
Near it, he installed a backlit
photo enlargement of a rooster.

But visitors beware! Amid the
pure white lurk tinges of tempta-
tion. Rose-colored mirror clads
the reception desk, and the shop
is painted pink. In the Red Bar's
mural, sassy cherubs wield iPods
and cell phones against a back-
drop of scarlet swagged curtains.
Beneath the tops of built-in desks
in the cleverly refurbished —»
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guest rooms, a red light shines
through a red acrylic panel, draw-
ing attention to the juicy red apple
behind. Have a bite. Or don't.

The 194 guest rooms are pleas-
antly stark and mostly not Starck.
The low built-ins and platform
beds are slick black with stainless-
steel accents; above is heavenly
white. Subtle touches recall the
lobby’s Eden-ranch motif, On
bathroom mirrors, Noriega-Ortiz
says, flowery stencils are intended
to “romanticize the room and
make it a little more human.”

For many visitors, the Judeo-
Christian references will remain
veiled by the whimsicality. Un-
less one happens to ask the bell-
hop, that is. While preparing for
the opening, Noriega-Ortiz gave
an "art seminar” to help staff
respond to curious guests

“As soon as they heard Garden
of Eden, it clicked,” he says. One
response: “Oh, the sheep is the
Lamb of God, and there’s the
tree of life.” Another: “Yes, and
the people on the lobby lamps
are nude because they're pure.”
The Morgans Hotel Group prob-
ably takes things a bit less liter-
ally. CEO Ed Sheetz handpicked
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Noriega-Ortiz after asking him
to draft a series of two-minute
sketches conveying his pitch for
an urban resort that's celebrity-
oriented with a provocative wink
at original sin. As for the irrever-
ent biblical narrative, Sheetz
agreed to risk it. Besides, Noriega-
Ortiz elevates this hotel well be-
yond his story line, thanks to a
sparing use of color and texture,
a sculptural approach to form,
and wide-ranging, often surpris-
ing furnishings.

That combination recently won
him the commission to renovate
L.A.'s Mondrian, too. Let's hope
he'll spin more of his yarns. =
PROJECT TEAM: MARISA GOMEZ; DRAGAN
DEJKANOVIC; SARAH ANDERSON.
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